
Sukaina’s dream:  

“I would like to become a doctor in Scotland, 

 but I can’t because of my Visa status”     

Being classified as an international student is having a devasting impact on Sukaina’s 

life and her family. The Right to Education is a human right which is protected by Article 

2, Protocol 1 ECHR and Article 14 ECHR. Access to education should not be scrapped 

by a number.  

 

Sukaina* was only 10 years old when she left her home in Iraq because of her 

religious beliefs.  

When she arrived in Scotland with her family, her life changed completely. She was 

able to go to school and it quickly became clear she was a gifted pupil. She spent 

her entire high school education in Scotland, and left school as a straight A student. 

Her dream was to study medicine and become a doctor for the NHS. The thought of 

being able to help people, even save lives, was the best thing in her eyes. 

 

She was accepted to study medicine at a famous University in Scotland. She was 

very excited. She and her friends were looking forward to the next stage of their 

lives. However, she quickly found out that, because of the type of her immigration 

status, she was not able to access student funding for her tuition or her living costs 

like everybody else.  

Having Leave to Remain was not enough for applying to the Student Awards Agency 

Scotland (SAAS) for funding. They refused her and said that she didn't meet the 

rules.  

 

Sukaina and her family did not give up. Her parents worked incredibly hard and paid 

her tuition. This has sadly driven their family into financial hardship. Because of this, 

Sukaina has to commute 4 hours a day to and from university, getting up a 5am for a 

9am lecture. The stress has affected her health and her ability to make friends. She 

is trying to keep up her good academic performance. 

 

After being refused by SAAS, she got in touch with JustRight Scotland. We spoke 

about how it was not fair that a young woman who has lived in Scotland since she 

was 10 years old would be treated differently from her peers purely because of a 

type of visa. 

Scotland is her home. Blocking her access to funding is making it almost impossible 

to continue. Only her family's hard work and her own grit and determination are 

keeping her dream alive. 

 

We have decided to take her case to court. We believe that these rules are a breach 

of her right to education and are discriminatory.  

If she wins her case, she will hopefully be granted funding so she can live and study 

close to the university and finish her degree. If she wins, her case will help other 

young people in her same situation. 

https://echr.coe.int/documents/guide_art_2_protocol_1_eng.pdf
https://echr.coe.int/documents/guide_art_2_protocol_1_eng.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/convention_eng.pdf


We are waiting for the court’s decision. In the meantime, Sukaina is getting her 

scrubs on for her third year of study. She will not give up. 

 

 

The Human Rights Act protects our Right to Education and ensures that we access 

justice for #AllOurRights when people are not treated fairly.  

Read more about your Right to Education here.  

 

Share your story or read other stories in the “Our Stories, Our Rights” campaign 

here.  

 

 

*To protect the confidentiality of the people involved, identifying information has been changed. 

 

 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/resources/educators/human-rights-education-training/d-general-comment-no-13-right-education-article-13-1999
https://www.justrightscotland.org.uk/get-involved/our-stories-our-rights/

