National Launch: 23 March 2017

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE UK
Kids in Need of Defense UK is a collaboration between the US charity, KIND and three UK not for profit
organisations: Central England Law Centre, Coram Children’s Legal Centre and Migrant and Refugee
Children’s Legal Unit at Islington Law Centre.
In the US, KIND staff and pro bono partners represent unaccompanied migrant and refugee children in
their deportation proceedings. Together, they ensure that no child stands in court alone.
Our UK organisations are specialists in providing legal advice and representation to vulnerable client
groups. They all have particular expertise in immigration and asylum law and a mission to make justice
accessible
to
all.

Kids in Need of Defense UK aims to translate the US pro bono model into the UK context. We are funded
by The Microsoft Foundation, The Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Unbound Philanthropy and our partner law
firms. Ultimately, we want to achieve a self-sustaining model of pro bono legal representation for
migrant children and young people where there is inadequate, or no, legal aid representation available.

The trans-Atlantic partnership between KIND in the US and a collaboration of not for profit Law

Centres in the UK was launched on the evening of 23rd March 2017 by Brad Smith, Co-Founder and
Board Chair of KIND.
The event was sponsored by Allen and Overy and an invited audience of over 130 heard
inspirational speeches from Brad Smith, who is also President and Chief Legal Officer of Microsoft,
and Lord Alf Dubs; but the stars of the evening were young people from Brighter Futures and

clients of Coram Children’s Legal Centre, Latoya Bryan & Deshawn Blake.

“As I walked in the room full of unknown people, I felt warm and welcome like

summer in cold snow. I felt the power to make a change, with some amazing
people, the power to speak up. I was empowered by the different things I was
doing, suddenly I had a family, I wasn’t frightened anymore.”
Parazoo, Brighter Futures

“Let your voice be heard
speaking up for unaccompanied
child migrants.” Lord Dubs
Labour peer Lord Dubs arrived in the UK in 1939 as a six-year-old refugee
fleeing the persecution of Jews in Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia.
He was one of 669 children who escaped the Holocaust on trains from
Prague organised by British stockbroker Sir Nicholas Winton.
Lord Dubs kicked off proceedings with an impassioned speech urging us
all to speak up for migrant children.

Wendy Young, President of Kids in Need of Defense, spoke of the experience of unaccompanied children in the US and
how, to them, their pro bono lawyers are like super heroes.

A part of Praxis Community
Projects, Brighter Futures London is
a self-advocacy group of active
young asylum seekers and refugees
with roots in a variety of countries
and continents; including West,
Central and East Africa – from Togo
to the Democratic Republic of
Congo and Somalia, to countries in
South Central Asia such as Kurdistan
and Afghanistan.

“I know people who don’t have papers, they go through many tough times,
end up homeless, on the streets, starving. Having no status affects your
mentality, you see your peers reaching their goals but you are just stuck
with this huge barrier in front of you. You’re faced with two paths, either to
be on the right side of the law or against it.
Let me ask you to place yourself in our shoes, imagine, how would you feel
finding yourself in that situation. What would you do?”
Brighter Futures

Don’t ask me? Why I’m stressed?
I’m drowned in my negative thoughts
As it stops me not enjoying – my life,
From pursing my lofty – dreams
As hundreds other do
It keeps me awake,
Till crack of dawn,
It kills my hope;
Grants me sorrow,
Drives me up the wall,
Deprives me from others
Chains me in my cocoon
With no way in and out…
This cruelty, is not just against me
It shackles babies in the cradle;
Women in gloomy houses,
Youngsters in darkness
And adults in uncertainty
That is nothing; but our uncertainty,
With no status: or paper
With no status: or paper
Written by Ahmed

Brad Smith, President of Microsoft and founding board member of KIND, delivered a
powerful message on the importance of the work of pro bono lawyers.

Drawing from her own extensive research project, Precarious Citizenship: Unseen, Settled and Alone, Kids in Need of
Defense UK supervising solicitor, Anna Skehan, spoke about the legal and protection needs of “undocumented”
children and young people.

Staś Kuźmierkiewicz
Pro Bono Associate,
DLA Piper
As part of the
pioneering team that
helped set up the
Children’s Pro Bono
Legal Unit at Coram
Children’s Legal Centre,
Stas Kuzmieriewicz,
spoke of the rewards of
representing children
in their citizenship
applications and the
positive impact it has
on children and their
pro bono lawyers.

Deshawn & Latoya: a case study
Coram Children’s Legal Centre, Allen & Overy and DLA Piper pioneered an innovative model of pro bono legal representation through the
Children’s Pro Bono Legal Service. CCLC provided expert training, supervision and guidance. The pro bono lawyers did the casework; end
to end. Through the project, Deshawn was registered as a British citizen. Together with his mum, Latoya, Deshawn captured the hearts of
the audience with his story.
Deshawn was born in the UK in early 2006. His father was settled in the UK when Deshawn was born but because of discriminatory
legislation, Deshawn didn’t automatically acquire British citizenship at birth because his parents weren’t married.
Bruce Chen, an associate at Allen & Overy, helped Latoya and Deshawn make an application for Deshawn to be registered as a British
citizen.
For a number of months there was little progress on the case whilst Latoya tried to engage with Deshawn’s father, from whom she was
separated. Deshawn’s father just wouldn’t help so she felt there was no option but to pursue an application on the basis that Dehsawn had
lived in the UK for the first 10 years of his life; but she couldn’t afford the high application fee.

Bruce wrote to Deshawn’s father explaining the help they needed from him for his son to become British. Following that, dad came on
board to help. Bruce had a lot of contact with Latoya and Deshawn’s dad to enable him to prepare the application.
The application was submitted to the Home Office which then requested further evidence of paternity in the form of DNA testing. This was
obtained and submitted and Deshawn was registered as a British citizen in February 2017.
Latoya and Deshawn were thrilled when they received a call from Bruce to confirm that the application had been successful. Deshawn said
that now that he was British he felt safe. Latoya, felt that if she hadn’t received the support of, Bruce, Deshawn would still not be British.
Deshawn’s dad is now playing an active role in Deshawn’s life.

Bruce Chen, Associate, Allen & Overy was the pro bono
lawyer on Deshawn’s case. Over the last 2 years, he has
worked on 5 cases to enable children and young people
to gain citizenship.

“Working on these projects is incredibly rewarding and it is
great that we have the opportunity to fit it into our day jobs.
Working in a transactional environment with large
corporates, we sometimes lose track of the personal aspects
of representing clients. Seeing through the entirety of an
application reminds us of the personal impact legal work can
have. After all, I am sure many lawyers chose the
profession because we wanted to help others.
During the course of preparing Deshawn’s application, his
mum and dad had to travel to our offices on various
occasions to provide evidence and sign documents. Despite
the distance and needing to take time out of their jobs, they
were always very happy to come in because they knew the
huge impact citizenship would have on Deshawn's future.
When Deshawn was granted citizenship at the end of the
process, his mum showed incredible gratitude towards us.
The work we perform makes an immeasurable difference to
clients as it is work they would struggle to either do
themselves or pay lawyers to do.”

